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Pacing Guide 
This pacing guide provides a map for instructing the required standards in a logical sequence.  Just as a map may show multiple routes for arriving at a destination, 
a pacing document is simply a guide for ensuring all standards are instructed within an academic school year.  While it is the expectation that standards noted in a 
specified nine weeks be instructed within that period, teachers have the professional liberty to teach these standards in a preferred order during that nine-weeks 
period.   
 
Teachers are certainly the authority on how to teach the standard.  Teaching grade-level standards to a depth that ensures students master the content by the end 
of the school year is the goal.  Teachers must teach a curriculum that favors depth over breadth rather than being an inch deep and a mile wide. Assessing the 
learning needs of each student and providing interventions to help students master grade-level standards are critical to student academic growth.  
 
Integration of social studies and/or science standards in ELA and math instruction is encouraged as feasible.  Teacher collaboration for the purpose of integrating 
instruction of literacy, social studies, and/or science standards will enhance the total instructional program of a school.   

 
 
Reading Model 
Grades K – 8 models for teaching literacy are embedded in our instructional culture.  These research-based models are intended to provide a framework for 
planning instruction.  Critical components include whole group and small group instruction.  Grade-level standards are taught to all students during whole group 
instruction, where activities are differentiated for students as needed.   During small group instruction, students have the opportunity to read on their instructional 
level and teachers address skill deficits identified through formative assessments.  Additionally, independent reading provides essential practice which promotes 
increased fluency and a love of reading.  Read-alouds provide opportunity for teachers to model appropriate fluency and expression.  Suggested instructional times 
are noted for each component.  These times are simply a guide, not a requirement for daily instruction.  It is expected that small group instruction of all struggling 
readers be scheduled daily.        
 
 
Learning Targets 
Learning targets are statements of what we want students to learn and be able to do.  The intention for the lesson is one of the most important things students 
should learn.  Students who don’t know the intention of a lesson expend precious time and energy trying to figure out what their teachers expect them to learn.   

Moss, C., Brookhart, S. & Long, B. (March 2011). Knowing Your Learning Target. Educational Leadership. 66-69. Print  

Learning targets are noted below each standard in social studies.  The targets listed provide a starting point.  As teachers discuss the meaning of individual 
standards, additional targets that show what students should learn and the depth of the expected learning will be identified. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Tennessee State Standards 

   ---Format and Key Terms 
 

The standards for ELA are divided into six strands: 

 Reading: Literature (RL) 

 Reading: Informational Text (RI) 

 Reading: Foundational Skills (K-5) (RF) 

 Writing (W) 

 Speaking and Listening (SL) 

 Language (L) 

A set of College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards, which spell out the ultimate expectations for college- and career-ready students, forms the pinnacle of 
each strand. At each K-12 grade level, the Anchor Standards are represented by specific iterations outlining the progression of skills as students move through the 
grades.   

Standard notation is as follows:  RL.8.2 → Reading Literature. Grade 8. Standard  

  



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 1-3) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading   Focus:   

Making Predictions 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

Determining Themes in 

Fiction  

Determining Themes in 

Nonfiction  

Plot  

Conflict and Resolution  

Informational Text:  

Use information to solve a 

problem  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Fiction and Nonfiction  

Communication Workshop: 

Collaborative 

Discussions/Accountable Talk  

  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

Refer to pages 34-41 in The 

Teachers Guide to Big Blocks 

for SSR resources.  

  

See page 227 for questions to 

ask when reading fiction and 

nonfiction texts.   

  

Roots:  

scope,  

trib, 

limin, 

judex   

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop 

Explanatory Text Description 

of a person   

  

Writing Trait:   

Voice in Writing  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

  

Nouns/Pronouns  

Academic Words: 

Predictions, plot, theme, 

conflict, climax, resolution, 

central idea, fiction, 

nonfiction  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.1-109), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 2-109) 

Literary Analysis Workshop: Fiction and Nonfiction  

Determining Themes in Fiction  (Pg.6)  

Determining Central Idea in Nonfiction (Pg.   7)  

Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 28), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 42)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 59), More Challenging Selection (Pg. 66)  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Fiction and Nonfiction (Pgs. 88-94)  

Writing Workshop:  

Work in Progress pgs. 58,79  

Explanatory Text: Description of a Person (Pg. 104-109) 

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk 

Vocabulary Workshop: Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pg.216-217)  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.42-47/63-68,81-86/102-107)*optional  

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE80-81)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources (Pgs. 119-124)*optional  

Diagnostic Test: Beginning-of-the-Year Unit Resources (Pgs.1-14)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Plot (Pgs. SE35, 45)  

Conflict and Resolution (Pgs.SE62,  74)  

Comparing Literary Works (Pgs.SE91,   101)  

Benchmark Test 1 Unit Resources (Pgs. 127-132)*optional  

ExamView CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  
Any primary source document  

www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

 www.tweentribune.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

 
   A Wrinkle in Time: Theme in Fiction (Pg. 8-10)  http://www.commonlit.org/  

Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by  https://ldc.org/  

Himself: Theme in Non Fiction (Pg. 18-19)  http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a theme or central idea as it develops. 

 I can analyze the relationship between characters, settings, and plots in relation to 

the theme or central idea. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents propel the action in a story 

or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents reveal aspects of a 

character in a story or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents provoke a decision in story 
or drama. 

RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

RL.8.5 

 I can compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts. 

 I can analyze the different structure of each text. 

 I can analyze how the text structure contributes to its meaning and style. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.8.2 

 I can determine a central idea/main idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a central idea/main idea's development over the course of the text. 

 I can determine the relationship of central ideas/main ideas to supporting ideas. 

 I can provide an objective summary of the text. 

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk 

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.8.1 

• I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions building on others’ 

ideas and expressing them clearly. 

SL.8.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.8.1a 

• I can identify key ideas from reading material or research. 

• I can analyze text, issues and others’ opinions. 

• I can formulate comments, questions, and responses based on evidence, 

observations, and ideas. 

• I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired and prior 

knowledge of grade topics and texts. 

SL.8.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.8.1b 

• I can describe components of group discussions and decision-making. 

• I can track progress toward specific goals and deadline, while defining individual roles 

as needed. 

• I can demonstrate group rules for discussion and decision-making. 

SL.8.1c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 

questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

SL.8.1c 

• I can synthesize ideas, issues and arguments to formulate personal opinion and 

questions for others. 

• I can pose relevant questions that connect ideas of several speakers. 

• I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details 



 

SL.8.1.d Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.1d 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others. 

 I can justify my own views in light of the evidence presented 

Writing: Explanatory Text: Description of a Person 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 

• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify 

relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can produce a clear and coherent piece of writing. 

 I can develop and organize a piece of writing appropriate to the task, purpose and 

audience. 

 



 

Language 
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

 I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

• I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

• I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

• I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

• I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Fiction and Nonfiction (Weeks 4-6) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Author’s Purpose  

 

Reading Skill:  

Literature: 

Author’s Purpose 

Mood  

Tone  

  

Informational Text: 

Identifying Central Idea and 

Details  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Characters in Different Eras  

Communication Workshop: 

Collaborative 

Discussions/Accountable Talk  

  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

Refer to pages 34-41 in The 

Teachers Guide to Big Blocks 

for SSR resources  

  

See page 227 for questions to 

ask when reading fiction and 

nonfiction texts.   

  

Roots:  

lum, 

duc, 

sol, 

equi  

  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop  

 Narrative  

Autobiographical Essay   

  

Writing Trait:   

Voice in Writing  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

 

Nouns/Pronouns  

Academic Words:  

Mood, author’s purpose, 

textual evidence, inference, 

tone, Narrative   

  

  

12 Powerful Words   Tier 

II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes   

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.110-227 ), Teacher Edition (Pgs.110a-227 )  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg.115), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   122)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg. 160.164), More Challenging Selection (Pg.   172)  

Comparing Literary Works:   

  The Finish Of Patsy Barnes and The Drummer Boy of Shiloh (Pg.192-200)  

 Reading For Information:  

       Identify the Central Idea and Details (Pg. 182)  

 Writing Workshop:  

Work in Progress:  Pg. 155, 179  

          Narrative Text: Autobiographical Essay (Pg. 208-215) 

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk 

Vocabulary Workshop: Using a Dictionary and Thesaurus (Pg.216-217)  

Common Assessments are required every two weeks.  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.167-172,  206-211, 223-228)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE180-181)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  
Mood (Pgs. SE118, 126)  

Author’s Style (Pgs.SE164,  176)  

Comparing Literary Works: Characters in Different Eras (Pgs.SE197, 205) 

Benchmark Test 2 Unit Resources (Pgs. 234-239)*optional  

Performance Tasks Pg. 224-225*optional  

Cumulative Review Pg. 220-223*optional 

Exam View Test CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

                  Any Primary Source document 

A Wrinkle in Time: Theme in Fiction (Pg. 8-10)  

Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by 

Himself: Theme in Non Fiction (Pg. 18-19)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a theme or central idea as it develops. 

 I can analyze the relationship between characters, settings, and plots in relation to 

the theme or central idea. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents propel the action in a story 

or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents reveal aspects of a 

character in a story or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents provoke a decision in story 
or drama. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.8.2 

 I can determine a central idea/main idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a central idea/main idea's development over the course of the text. 

 I can determine the relationship of central ideas/main ideas to supporting ideas. 

 I can provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.4 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as used in text including 

figurative, connotative and technical meanings. 

 I can analyze the impact that specific word choices have on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions. 

RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RI.8.6 

 I can determine an author's point of view in a text. 

 I can determine the author's purpose for writing a text. 

 I can analyze the techniques the author uses to acknowledge and respond to 

conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Communication Workshop: Collaborative Discussions/Accountable Talk  
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.8.1 

 I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions building on others’ 

ideas and expressing them clearly. 

SL.8.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.8.1a 

 I can identify key ideas from reading material or research. 

 I can analyze text, issues and others’ opinions. 

 I can formulate comments, questions, and responses based on evidence, 
observations, and ideas. 

 I can engage in a variety of discussions by listening and sharing acquired and prior 

knowledge of grade topics and texts. 



 

SL.8.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.8.1b 

 I can describe components of group discussions and decision-making. 

 I can track progress toward specific goals and deadline, while defining individual roles 
as needed. 

 I can demonstrate group rules for discussion and decision-making. 

SL.8.1c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 

questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

SL.8.1c 

 I can synthesize ideas, issues and arguments to formulate personal opinion and 

questions for others. 

 I can pose relevant questions that connect ideas of several speakers. 

 I can respond to questions and comments with relevant details 

SL.8.1.d Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or 

justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.1d 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others. 

 I can justify my own views in light of the evidence presented. 

Writing: Narrative Text: Autobiographical Essay 
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.8.3 

 I can write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. 

 I can use effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences to enhance my narrative writing. 

W.8.3.a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 

and logically. 

W.8.3a 

 I can identify various points of view in narratives. 

 I can interpret points of view of various narratives. 

 I can design and organize event sequences that unfold naturally and logically. 

W.8.3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to 

develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
 I can identify narrative techniques used in a variety of narratives. 

 I can design an organized sequence of events with dialogue to develop experiences, 

events, and/or characters. 

 I can use techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection to develop 

experiences, events and characters. 

W.8.3c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal 

shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among 

experiences and events. 

W.8.3c 

 I can recognize transition words, phrases, and clauses. 

 I can use a variety of transitions to shift from one setting to another. 

 I can analyze the relationships among experiences and events. 

 I can use a variety of transitions to convey sequence, signal shifts, and reflect 

relationship. 

W.8.3d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

W.8.3d 

 I can recognize how authors use precise words/phrases, description and sensory 
detail to help readers visualize or sense the action of a narrative. 

 I can use precise, descriptive language to capture the action and to develop 

experiences and events. 

 I can use appropriate and precise descriptive language. 

W.8.3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or 

events. 

W.8.3e 

 I can write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events that 

engages the reader and establishes a context with point of view and introduces a 

narrator and/or characters. 

  



 

W.8.9a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work  of 

fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional 

stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 

rendered new”). 

W.8.9a 

 I can analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 

including describing how the material is rendered new. 

Language 
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

 I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

 I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

 I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 7-9) Prentice 
Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Compare and Contrast  

 

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Plot and Character 

Development  

  

Theme in Short Stories  

  

Informational Text: 

Compare Summaries to an 

Original Text  

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Types of 

Narratives  

Communication Workshop:   

Conducting Interviews  

  

  

SSR:  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 457 for questions to 

ask when reading short 

stories.   

Prefix 

de- 

Suffix  

-ity,   

-ee  

  

Tier II Words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop 

Argumentative Text: Critical 

Review  

  

Writing Trait:   

• Word Choice in Writing   

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

 

Verbs  

Academic: 

Theme 

Character Traits 

Central Idea 

Claims 

Counterclaims  

  

  

  

12 Powerful Words 

Tier II Words   

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.228-331), Teacher Edition (Pgs.228-331) 

Literary Analysis Workshop:   

 Analyzing Plot and Character Development (Pg. 234)  

 Determining Theme in Short Stories (Pg. 235)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair.)  

More Assessable Selection (Pg.248),   More Challenging Selection (Pg.  264)  

 More Assessable Selection (Pg. 281),  More Challenging Selection (Pg. 294)  

Comparing Literary Works:   

Up the Slide and A glow in the Dark (Pgs.314-321)  

 Reading For Information:  

       Comparing Summaries to an Original Text (Pg. 308)  

 Writing Workshop:  

Work in Progress:  Pg.275,  305)  

Argumentative Text: Critical Review Pgs. (326-331) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Word Origins (Pgs. 446-447) 

Communication Workshop: Conducting Interviews (Pgs. 448-449)  

Selection Test Unit Resources (Pgs.35-40, 56-61, 74-79, 95-100, 112-117)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE306-307) including the Writing Assessments*optional 

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Setting (Pgs. SE257, 265)  

Character Traits (Pgs.SE299)  

Comparing Types of Narratives (Pgs.SE 319,   323)  

  

Benchmark Test 3 Unit Resources (Pgs. 120-125)*optional 

Exam View Test CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1. Any Primary Source Document 

2. From “Peter and Rosa” (Pgs.236)  

                           An  Hour with Abulo (Pgs. 238-243)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a theme or central idea as it develops. 

 I can analyze the relationship between characters, settings, and plots in relation to 

the theme or central idea. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents propel the action in a story 
or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents reveal aspects of a 

character in a story or drama. 

 I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents provoke a decision in story 
or drama. 

Writing: Argumentative Text: Critical Review 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
W.8.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically 

W.8.1a 

• I can determine how to introduce claims, acknowledge or distinguish alternate or 

apposing claims. 

• I can organize reasons and evidence logically. 

• I can write an argument that introduce claims and acknowledges and distinguishes 

claims from alternate or apposing claims and demonstrates an understanding of the 

topic or text. 

W.8.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.8.1b 

• I can build support fro claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence; 

distinguish between relevant and irrelevant evidence. 

• I can evaluate sources for credibility and accuracy. 

• I can write and argument, which supports claims with clear, logical reasons and 

relevant evidence and cites credible and accurate sources of information. 

W.8.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.8.1c 

 I can identify and explain phrases and clauses that create cohesion and clarify 

relationships. 

 I can create cohesion and clarify relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, 

and evidence using words, phrases or clauses. 

 I can write an argument, which demonstrates logical organization or reasons and 

evidence and uses words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion and clarify 

relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 

W.8.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.1d 

• I can establish and maintain formal style. 

• I can write an argument that establishes and maintains a formal style 

  



 

W.8.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

W.8.1e 

• I can plan a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented 

W.8.9b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and  evaluate 

the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

W.8.9b 

 I can delineate and evaluate an argument and specific claims to a text. 

 I can assess whether the claims of a text is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient. 

 I can recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

Language 
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. L.8.2 

 I can apply correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

• I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

 I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

 I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

 I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit: Short Stories (Weeks 10-12) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus:   Communication Workshop:  SSR: As required in the RCS  Roots:   Summary of an  Academic Words:  

Making Inferences  
  

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

Making Inferences 

Theme  

Point of View  

  

Conducting Interviews  
  

  

  

  

reading model  
(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 457 for questions to 

ask when reading Short 

Stories.  

-nounc-,  
-nunc-  

-Spec-  

  

Prefix:     

Mis per  

  

Article/Panel Discussion  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling      

Verbs-Tense/Mood  

Characters, conflict,  

flashback, foreshadowing, 

irony, mood, plot, setting, 

subplot, theme  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots  

Informational Text:  Tier II words from stories  Prefixes and Suffixes  

Evaluate Persuasive Appeals      

  Additional Resources:  

Comparing Literary Works:  Prefixes and Suffixes from  

Comparing Symbols  The Teachers Guide to Big  

Blocks   

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.332-457 ), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 332a-457 )  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

 More Accessible: Charles (Pg. 336), More Complex: Flowers for Algernon (Pg. 347)  

More Accessible: Thank You, M’am (Pg388), More Complex: The Story-Teller (Pg. 

396)  

 Comparing Literary Works:  

The White Umbrella & The Medicine Bag (Pg.416-436)  

 Writing Workshop:  
Narrative Text: Short Story (Pg 438-445)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Word Origins (Pgs. 446-447) 

Communication Workshop: Conducting Interviews (Pgs. 448-449)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 2(Pgs.139-144, 160-165,178-183,199-204)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE406-407)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 2(Pgs.216-221)*optional 

Cumulative Review: Pg 450-453*optional  

Performance Tasks: Pg 454-455*optional  

Spiral Review:  optional  

Point of View (SEPg 341,  353)  

Theme (Pgs.SE391, 398)  

 Comparing Symbols (Pgs.SE424,434) 

ExamView  CD  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

Any Primary Source Document  

From “Peter and Rosa” (Pgs.236) or An Hour with Abulo (Pg.238-243)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  
  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.8.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme/central idea in a text. 

 I can analyze a theme through an entire text. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a theme as it develops through the text and 

give critical details, maintaining chronological, sequential, and logical order. 

 I can support my summary of a theme through examples in the text. 

 I can analyze plot to determine how conflicts are resolved. 

 I can describe the author's use of literary elements. 
RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning 

and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases within a given text. 

 I can recognize and comprehend figurative language. 

 I can identify poetic elements (rhyme scheme, rhythm, repetition of sounds, meter, 

tone) in poetry or drama and give examples. 

 I can differentiate between figurative and connotative meaning of a word within a 

text. 

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or 

reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or 

humor. 

RL.8.6 

 I can recognize and explain the various points of view in a text. (first person, third 
person limited, third person omniscient) 

 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of 

different characters. 

 I can recognize how point of view can alter the audience's perception of characters 

or the narrator in the text. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.8.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

Communication Workshop: Conducting Interviews 
SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly 

SL.8.1 

 I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions building on others’ 

ideas and expressing them clearly. 

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.8.6 

• I can describe the qualities of formal speech. 

• I can describe the qualities of informal speech. 

• I can determine if formal or informal speech is appropriate in the context of a given 

situation. 

• I can adapt speech to a given context or task when speaking. 

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner 

with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.8.4 

 I can present claims and findings. 

 I can emphasize obvious points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant 



 

 evidence, sound valid reasoning and well-chosen details. 

 I can use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, clear pronunciation and 

expression in a presentation. 

Summary of an Article/Panel Discussion 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

 I can analyze the development of more than one central idea over the course of a 

text. 

 I can provide and objective summary based on the central ideas of a text using 
specifics from the text to support my response. 

 I can provide/write an objective summary of the text that is free of biased and 

personal opinions. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

SL 8.1a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;  

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 

and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

SL.8.1a 

 I can come to discussions prepared having read or researched the material under 

study. 

 I can reference prepared research by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue 

during discussions. 

 I can question and reflect on ideas under discussion 

SL 8.1b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed 

SL.8.1b 

 I can follow rules for cooperative discussions and decision-making. 

 I can trace progress toward specific goals and deadlines of a group. 

 I can define individual roles, as needed, in a group. 

SL 8.1c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ 

questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 

SL.8.1c 

 I can pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers. 

 I can respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, 

observations and ideas. 

SL. 8.1d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify  or 

justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.8.1d 

 I can acknowledge new information expressed by others. 

 I can justify my own views in light of the evidence presented. 

Language 
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 
 

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

 I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

 I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases. 



 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

 I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

 I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 13-15) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Main Idea 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:  

Main Idea  

Author’s Point of View 

Biography 

Autobiography 

Informational Text: 

Analyzing Structure in 

Nonfiction  

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Types of 

Organization  

Communication Workshop: 

Evaluating an Oral 

Presentation  

  

  

  

  

Extension Activities:  

Skit  

Multimedia Presentation  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 457 for questions to 

ask when reading Short 

Stories.  

Roots:   

-nym-  

-val-  

Suffix:  

-ance  

-ly  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text: How-to- 

Essay  

Writing Trait:   

Organization in Writing  

  

Revising to correct 

Comparative and Superlative 

Forms  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Adjectives 

Articles  

    Adverbs  

Academic    Words:    

Main Idea (Central Idea) 

Point of View  

Tone 

Autobiography 

Biography  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.460-533), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 460a-553)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

More Accessible: Baseball (Pg.  478),  

 More Complex: from Harriett Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad (Pg. 

486)  

 More Accessible: from Always to Remember: The Vision of  Maya Ying Lin (Pg504),   

 More Complex: from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Pg.514)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Three Texts to Compare  

Forest Fires, Why Leaves turn Colors in the Fall, The Season’s Curmudgeon Sees the 

Light (Pg.536-545)  

 Writing Workshop:  

Informative Text: How to Essay (Pg 548-550)  

Communication Workshop: Evaluating an Oral Presentation (Pgs. 624-625) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings (Pgs. 622-623)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs35-40, 56-61,74-79,95-100.)*Optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE (526-527)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs.112-117)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Narrative Essay (SE Pg  481,494)  

Biography/Autobiography (Pgs.SE 510,519)  

 Comparing Types of Organization (Pgs.SE 539,544) 

ExamView  CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1.  “We the People” an exemplar text Pg.467 

2. “Making Tracts” Pg. 468-472 

3.        Any Primary Source Document  

 

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org 

http://www.commolit.org 
https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

 I can analyze the development of more than one central idea over the course of a 
text. 

 I can provide and objective summary based on the central ideas of a text using 

specifics from the text to support my response. 

 I can provide/write an objective summary of the text that is free of biased and 
personal opinions. 

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can identify the use of figurative language in a text. 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases by using context clues in the text. 

 I can analyze how meaning and tone are impacted by specific word choice. 

RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RL.8.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the  author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

RL.8.6 

 I can recognize and define different points of view within a nonfictional text. 

 I can explain the author's purpose of an information text. 

 I can determine how the point of view affects my interpretation /understanding of 

the text 

Writing: Informative Text: How-to-Essay 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 

• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic. 

W.8.2d 
• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 



 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can produce a clear and coherent piece of writing. 

 I can develop and organize a piece of writing appropriate to the task, purpose and 
audience. 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating an Oral Presentation 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial,  political) 

behind its presentation. 

SL.8.2 

 I can define propaganda. 

 I can identify various propaganda techniques. 

 I cam identify author’s purpose of information presented. 

 I can identify author’s motives for the presentation of information. 

 I can analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats. 

 I can evaluate the motives (social, commercial, and political) behind the presentation 

of the information. 
SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 

evidence is introduced. 

SL.8.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker’s argument and claims. 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning, unsound reasoning, relevant evidence, 

irrelevant evidence, sufficient evidence and insufficient evidence. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of a speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of a speaker’s  evidence. 

 I can distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning, relevant and irrelevant 

evidence and sufficient and insufficient evidence in a speaker’s  argument. 
SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.8.6 

 I can adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

 I can demonstrate command of formal English when indicated or appropriate 

Language 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking. L.8.1 

• I can demonstrate command of grammar and usage of Standard English when 

writing or speaking 

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies 
 

  



 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

 I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

 I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

 I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

 I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Types of Nonfiction (Weeks 16-18) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Fact and Opinion  

  

Reading Skill: 

Literature: Fact 

and Opinion  

Persuasive Techniques 

Word Choice  

  

Informational Text: 

Analyze Proposition and 

Support  

  

Comparing Literary Works:  

Comparing Tone  

Communication Workshop: 

Evaluating an Oral 

Presentation  

  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 633 for questions to 

ask when reading types of 

fiction.  

Roots:   

-vad-,  

-bellum-  

-pass-  

-tract-  

  

Tier II words from stories  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks   

Writing Workshop: 

Argument: Editorial  

  

Writing Trait:   

Sentence Fluency  

  

Revising Sentences by 

combining with conjunctions 

Language:  

Capitalization 

Punctuation   

Spelling 

Conjunctions 

Prepositions 

Sentence Combining 

Correcting Run-ons  

    Conjunctions  

Academic Words:  

Fact Opinion 

Persuasive 

Proposition 

Tone 

Conjunctions 

Prepositions 

Propaganda  

  

12   Powerful   words,     

Tier II words from stories 

Greek and Latin Roots 

Prefixes and Suffixes  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.554-633), Teacher Edition (Pgs. 554a-633)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

 More Accessible: The Trouble with Television (Pg.558), OR  

 More Complex: One Woman’s Right to Suffrage (Pg.  566)  

 More Accessible: from Sharing in the American Dream (Pg576), OR  

 More Complex: Science and the Sense of Wonder (Pg.582)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Two Texts to Compare  

Emancipation from Lincoln: A Photobiography and Brown vs. Board of Education  

(Pg.600-605)  

 Writing Workshop:  
Argumentative: Editorial (Pg. 614-621)  

Communication Workshop: Evaluating an Oral Presentation (Pgs. 624-625) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Words with Multiple Meanings (Pgs. 622-623)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pg. 139-144,160-165,178-183, 199-204.)*Optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(590-591)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 3(Pgs.216-221)*optional 

Cumulative Review Pg. 626-629*optional  

Performance Tasks Pg. 630-631*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Persuasive Techniques (SE Pg 558,  567)  

Word Choice (Pgs.SE 577,  583)  

 Comparing Tone (Pgs.SE 603, 611) 

ExamView  CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1. Any Primary Source Document 

2. “We the People” an exemplar text Pg.467 

3. “Making Tracts” Pg. 468-472  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 

the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant 

evidence is introduced. 

RI.8.8 

 I can trace and evaluate specific arguments and claims within a nonfiction text. 

 I can identify how specific quotes or passages contribute to the argument or claim of 
the text. 

 I can determine whether a claim has sufficient evidence or reasoning to support the 

claim. 

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,  including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 

on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.4 

 I can identify the use of figurative language in a text. 

 I can determine the meaning of words and phrases by using context clues in the text. 

 I can analyze how meaning and tone are impacted by specific word choice. 

RI.8.9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the 

same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

RI.8.9 

 I can analyze how two or more texts by different authors shape their ideas through 

differing points of view and purposes. 

 I can recognize how different authors use evidence to develop different 

interpretations of facts. 

Writing: Argumentative Text: Persuasive Editorial 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
W.8.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

W.8.1a 

• I can determine how to introduce claims, acknowledge or distinguish alternate or 

apposing claims. 

• I can organize reasons and evidence logically. 

• I can write an argument that introduce claims and acknowledges and distinguishes 

claims from alternate or apposing claims and demonstrates an understanding of the 

topic or text. 

W.8.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.8.1b 

• I can build support fro claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence; 

distinguish between relevant and irrelevant evidence. 

• I can evaluate sources for credibility and accuracy. 

• I can write and argument, which supports claims with clear, logical reasons and 

relevant evidence and cites credible and accurate sources of information. 

W.8.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.8.1c 

• I can identify and explain phrases and clauses that create cohesion and clarify 

relationships. 

• I can create cohesion and clarify relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, 

and evidence using words, phrases or clauses. 

• I can write an argument, which demonstrates logical organization or reasons and 

evidence and uses words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion and clarify 

relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.8.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.1d 

• I can establish and maintain formal style. 

• I can write an argument that establishes and maintains a formal style. 

W.8.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

W.8.1e 

 I can plan a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 



 

W.8.9b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate 

the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 

evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

W.8.9b 

 I can delineate and evaluate an argument and specific claims to a text. 

 I can assess whether the claims of a text is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient. 

 I can recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating an Oral Presentation 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluates the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 

behind its presentation. 

SL.8.2 

 I can define propaganda. 

 I can identify various propaganda techniques. 

 I cam identify author’s purpose of information presented. 

 I can identify author’s motives for the presentation of information. 

 I can analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats. 

 I can evaluate the motives (social, commercial, and political) behind the presentation 
of the information. 

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 

reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 

evidence is introduced. 

SL.8.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker’s argument and claims. 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning, unsound reasoning, relevant evidence, 

irrelevant evidence, sufficient evidence and insufficient evidence. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of a speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of a speaker’s evidence. 

 I can distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning, relevant and irrelevant 
evidence and sufficient and insufficient evidence in a speaker’s  argument. 

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

SL.8.6 

 I can adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

 I can demonstrate command of formal English when indicated or appropriate 

Language 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the grammar and usage when writing or speaking. L.8.1 

• I can demonstrate command of grammar and usage of Standard English when 

writing or speaking 

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

 I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

 I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases. 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

 I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

 I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Poetry (Weeks 19-21)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Context Clues 

Reading Skill: 

Literature:    

Context  Clues  

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Informational Text:  

Recipe/Product 

Information/Menu 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Poetry and Prose  

Communication Workshop:  

 Evaluating Media Messages  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 799 for questions to 

ask when reading poetry.  

Prefixes:  

Im-  

  

Suffixes:  

-ous  

-ive  

  

Tier II words from stories 

Student word choice from 

SSR  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop: 

Argument:  

Problem/Solution  

  

Writing     Trait:    

Voice   

Active/Passive Voice 

Language:  

Capitalization 

Punctuation  

   Spelling  

Subject Complements 

Direct and Indirect Objects  

  

Academic Words: 

Context  Clues  

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Connotative 

Denotative    

Sensory Detail 

Shades of Meaning 

Enunciation 

Inflection  

Rate 

Pitch 

Allusion 

Prose  

Active Voice 

Passive Voice  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.650-799), Teacher Edition (Pgs.650a-799)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  
 More Accessible: Poetry Collection 1(Pgs. 654,657,658), OR  

 More Complex: Poetry Collection 2(Pgs.  663,665,666)  

 More Accessible: Poetry Collection 3 (Pgs. 675,677,678), OR  

More Complex: Poetry Collection 4 (Pgs.683,    685,686)  

 Comparing Literary Works: Two Texts to Compare  
Snake on the Etowah (pg.698-700) and Vanishing Species (pg.702-707)  

 Writing Workshop:  

Argumentative: Problem-and-Solution Essay (Pg.708-713)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pg. 35-40,56-61,75-79,95-100)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(690-691)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pgs.112-117)*optional 

Benchmark Test 7 Unit 4 Resources (Pgs.120-125)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Sound Devices Pg.657  

Figurative Language Pg.675  

 Comparing Literary Works Pg.700 

ExamView  CD  

  

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Message (Pgs.790-791)  

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language  (Pgs.788-789)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

1. Any Primary Source Document  www.tweentribune.com  
www.achievethecore.org 
 

 

2. A Poem for My Librarian, Mrs. Long (Pg.643-644)  http://www.commonlit.org/  

3. Describe Somebody; Almost a Summer Sky (Pg.645-648)  https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a theme or central idea as it develops. 

 I can analyze the relationship between characters, settings, and plots in relation to 
the theme or central idea. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can interpret the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 I can interpret the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of specific word choices in meaning and tone of a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of analogies or illusions in a text. 

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

RL.8.5 

 I can compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts. 

 I can analyze the different structure of each text. 

 I can analyze how the text structure contributes to its meaning and style. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.8.5 

 I can analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text. 

 I can analyze the role of particular sentences in developing a key concept within a 

paragraph. 

 I can analyze the role of particular sentences in refining a key concept within a 

passage. 

Writing: Argumentative Text: Problem-and-Solution Essay 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

W.8.1a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

W.8.1a 

• I can determine how to introduce claims, acknowledge or distinguish alternate or 

apposing claims. 

• I can organize reasons and evidence logically. 

• I can write an argument that introduce claims and acknowledges and distinguishes 

claims from alternate or apposing claims and demonstrates an understanding of the 

topic or text. 

W.8.1b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

W.8.1b 

• I can build support fro claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence; 

distinguish between relevant and irrelevant evidence. 

• I can evaluate sources for credibility and accuracy. 

• I can write and argument, which supports claims with clear, logical reasons and 

relevant evidence and cites credible and accurate sources of information. 

W.8.1c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.8.1c 

• I can identify and explain phrases and clauses that create cohesion and clarify 

relationships. 

• I can create cohesion and clarify relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, 

and evidence using words, phrases or clauses. 

• I can write an argument, which demonstrates logical organization or reasons and 



 

 evidence and uses words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion and clarify 

relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.8.1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.1d 

• I can establish and maintain formal style. 

• I can write an argument that establishes and maintains a formal style. 

W.8.1e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

W.8.1e 

 I can plan a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented 

L.8.1b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. L.8.1b 

 I can recognize, form and use verbs in the active and passive voice 

L.8.1c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 

subjunctive mood. 

L.8.1c 

 I can form verbs in the indicative, imperative and interrogative conditional and 

subjunctive mood. 

 I can use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional and 

subjunctive mood. 

L.8.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. L.8.1d 

 I can recognize inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

 I can correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 

L.8.3a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive 

mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 

uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

L.8.3a 

 I can determine when to use verbs in active or passive voice, and in conditional and 

subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects when writing. 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Messages 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluates the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 

behind its presentation. 

SL.8.2 

 I can define propaganda. 

 I can identify various propaganda techniques. 

 I cam identify author’s purpose of information presented. 

 I can identify author’s motives for the presentation of information. 

 I can analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats. 

 I can evaluate the motives (social, commercial, and political) behind the presentation 
of the information. 

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 

evidence is introduced. 

SL.8.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker’s argument and claims. 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning, unsound reasoning, relevant evidence, 

irrelevant evidence, sufficient evidence and insufficient evidence. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of a speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of a speaker’s  evidence. 

 I can distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning, relevant and irrelevant 
evidence and sufficient and insufficient evidence in a speaker’s argument. 

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,  print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8.7 

 I can evaluate the advantages of using different mediums such as print or digital text, 

video, and /or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

 I can evaluate the disadvantages of using different mediums such as print or digital text, 

video, and/or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 



 

Language 
L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

L.8.5 

 I can demonstrate understanding of figurative language in word meanings. 

 I can demonstrate understanding of word relationships in work meanings. 

 I can demonstrate understanding of nuances (a subtle change in or shade of 

meaning) in word meanings. 

L.8.5.a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. L.8.5a 

 I can recognize the meaning of figurative language. 

 I can analyze to locate figures of speech and interpret meanings in context. 

L.8.5b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understands each of the 

words. 

L.8.5b 

 I can recognize the different types of relationships of words. 

 I can analyze the relationship between particular words for clarity. 

 I can demonstrate the relationship between words to find meaning. 

L.8.5c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 

L.8.5c 

 I can define the meaning of the terms connotation and denotation. 

 I can distinguish among the connotations of words with similar denotations. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Poetry (Weeks 22-24)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Paraphrase 

Reading Skill: 

Literature: 

Paraphrase 

Imagery  

      

Informational Text: 

Technical Directions     

        

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing types of 

Descriptions   

Communication Workshop:  

 Evaluating Media Messages  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 799 for questions to 

ask when reading poetry.  

Prefixes: 

In-   Trans 

Roots:  

-cede-  

-ceed-  

-vert-  

  

Tier II words from stories 

Student word choice from 

SSR  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop: 

Informative  

Comparison-Contrast Essay  

  

Writing Trait:   

Sentence Fluency  

  

Revising to vary sentence 

patterns  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Subject Complements 

Direct and Indirect Objects 

Prepositional Phrases 

Infinitive Phrases  

Academic Words: 

Paraphrase 

Imagery  

Sound Devices 

Figurative Language 

Sensory Detail 

Shades of Meaning 

Enunciation 

Inflection  

Rate 

Pitch 

Allusion 

Prose  

Active Voice 

Passive Voice 

Idioms  

Rhetorical techniques  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.714-799), Teacher Edition (Pgs714a-799.)  

 Leveled Selections: (Choose only one selection from each pair)  

 More Accessible: Poetry Collection 5(Pgs. 718,720,723), OR  

 More Complex: Poetry Collection 6(Pgs.  728,731,735)  

 More Accessible: Poetry Collection 7 (Pgs.744, 746,749), OR  

More Complex: Poetry Collection 8 (Pgs.    756,758,759)  

  

 Comparing Literary Works: Two Texts to Compare  

The Road Not Taken (pg.774-775) and O Captain! My Captain! (Pg.776-778)  

  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Comparison-Contrast Essay (Pg.780-787) 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Message (Pgs.790-791) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Figurative Language  (Pgs.788-789)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pg. 139-144,160-165,178-183,199-204)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(764-765)*optional  

Comparing Literary Works Test Unit Resources Unit 4(Pgs.216-221)*optional 

Benchmark Test 8 Unit 4 Resources (Pgs.227-234)*optional  

Cumulative Review Pg. 792-795*optional 

Performance Tasks Pg.796-797*optional 

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Forms of Poetry Pg.719,  723,731  

Imagery Pg.747, 758 

ExamView  CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine-week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1. Any Primary Source Document 

2. A Poem for My Librarian, Mrs. Long (Pg.643-644)  

3. Describe Somebody; Almost a Summer Sky (Pg.645-648)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://wikis.robcoschools.ds/groups/middleschoolreadingandlanguageart
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.8.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases within a given text. 

 I can recognize and comprehend figurative language. 

 I can identify poetic elements (rhyme scheme, rhythm, repetition of sounds, meter,  tone) 
in poetry or drama and give examples. 

 I can differentiate between figurative and connotative meaning of a word within a 

text. 

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

RL.8.5 

 I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or sonnets. 

 I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning. 

Writing Workshop: Compare and Contrast Essay: 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 

and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details and 

quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 

• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that follows 

from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

  



 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that follows 

from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, concepts 

and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant content. 

L.8.1a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 

function in particular sentences. 

L.8.1a 

 I can explain the function of verbals in general and in sentences. 

 I can use verbals in writing to vary sentence patterns. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Communication Workshop: Evaluating Media Messages 
SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluates the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) 

behind its presentation. 

SL.8.2 

 I can define propaganda. 

 I can identify various propaganda techniques. 

 I cam identify author’s purpose of information presented. 

 I can identify author’s motives for the presentation of information. 

 I can analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats. 

 I can evaluate the motives (social, commercial, and political) behind the presentation of 
the information. 

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of  the 

reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant 

evidence is introduced. 

SL.8.3 

 I can define and identify a speaker’s argument and claims. 

 I can define and identify sound reasoning, unsound reasoning, relevant evidence, 
irrelevant evidence, sufficient evidence and insufficient evidence. 

 I can delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims. 

 I can evaluate the soundness of a speaker’s reasoning. 

 I can evaluate the relevance and sufficiency of a speaker’s  evidence. 

 I can distinguish between sound and unsound reasoning, relevant and irrelevant evidence 
and sufficient and insufficient evidence in a speaker’s argument. 

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,  print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8.7 

 I can evaluate the advantages of using different mediums such as print or digital text, video, 

and /or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

 I can evaluate the disadvantages of using different mediums such as print or digital text, video, 
and/or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

Language 
L.8.1a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 

function in particular sentences. 

L.8.1a 

 I can explain the function of verbals in general and in sentences. 

 I can use verbals in writing to vary sentence patterns. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Drama (Weeks 25-27)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  
  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Draw Conclusions  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Draw Conclusions 

Setting Character    

Drama  

  

Informational Text: 

Compare and Contrast 

Features and Elements  

        

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Adaptations to 

Originals  

Communication Workshop:  

 Delivering a Narrative 

Presentation  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1005 for questions 

to ask when reading drama.  

Suffix:  

-ory  

  

Tier II words from stories 

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop: 

Informative Text:  

Business Letter  

  

Writing Trait:   

Voice in Business Writing  

  

Revising to combine 

sentences using gerunds and 

participles  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Verbals  

Participle phrases 

Gerunds  

Draw Conclusions 

Drama  

Internal conflict 

External conflict 

Dramatic irony 

Debate 

Dramatization 

Verbals Participle 

phrases Gerunds  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pgs.802-847), Teacher Edition (Pgs802a-847)  

 Two Selections: Weeks 25-26  

The Governess (Pgs. 818-824)  
 

The Ninny (Pgs.838-840)  

The Diary of Anne Frank, Act 1 Week 27  

  

Reading for Information: Public Documents/Contracts/Applications 

Writing Workshop: Writing a Business Letter (Pgs.842-847) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs. 994-995)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 5(Pgs. 38-43,55-60))*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(828-829)*optional  

Benchmark Test 9 Unit 5 Resources (Pgs.63-68)*optional  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Setting and Character  Pg.821  

Comparing Adaptations to Originals   Pg.839  

  

ExamView CD  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  

A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1. Any Primary Source Document 

2. Kindertransport (Pg.809)  

3. From Anne Frank and Me (Pg.810-813)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.achievethecore.org 

  

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

 http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/ 

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

  
  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
file:///C:/Users/causeyc/AppData/Local/Temp/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.8.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the 

differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

RL.8.5 

 I can identify the form or structure of a drama or a poem, such as soliloquies or 

sonnets. 

 I can explain how the drama or poem structure affects or enhances meaning. 

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or 

reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or 

humor. 

RL.8.6 

 I can recognize and explain the various points of view in a text. (first person, third 

person limited, third person omniscient) 

 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different 
characters. 

 I can recognize how point of view can alter the audience's perception of characters 

or the narrator in the text. 

RL.8.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 

including describing how the material is rendered new. 

RL.8.9 

 I can connect information and events to my own knowledge of the worked and 
personal experiences or to other text/events. 

 I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a real historical event. 

 I can comprehend how fictional characters can be used accurately to represent 

historical figures and the events. 

 I can analyze and understand how authors can use fiction and fictional characters to 

represent or alter historical accounts. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.8.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

Writing: Informative Text: Business Letter 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 

and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

  



 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 

• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify 

relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Language 
L.8.1a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their 

function in particular sentences. 

L.8.1a 

 I can explain the function of verbals in general and in sentences. 

 I can use verbals in writing to vary sentence patterns. 

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

• I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

• I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

• I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases 



 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

• I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

• I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools 
Unit:  Drama (Weeks 28-30)  
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Cause and Effect  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Cause and Effect 

Dialogue  

Character’s motivation  

  

Informational Text: 

Evaluate Unity and 

Coherence  

        

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Sources with a 

Dramatization  

Communications Workshop:   

Narrative Presentation  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1005 for questions 

to ask when reading drama.  

Suffix:  

-ist  

 

Prefix: 

In-  

  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop: 

Informative  

Research Report  

  

Trait:   

Sentence Fluency  

  

Revising to combine 

sentences using clauses.  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling  

Dangling and Misplaced 

Modifiers  

Clauses  

Cause & Effect 

Dialogue 

Clauses 

Phrases 

Modifiers 

Theme  

Tone  

Internal/External Conflict  

  

  

 
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pg.855-1005), Teacher Edition (Pgs.848a-1005 )  

 Two Selections: Pgs. 855-956  

The Diary of Anne Frank, Act 1   

The Diary of Anne Frank, Act II  

  

Reading for Information: Evaluate Unity and Coherence  
Website/News Release Pg 962  

Writing Workshop: Informative Text: Research Report (Pgs. 982-993) 

Vocabulary Workshop: Borrowed and Foreign Words (Pgs. 994-995) 

Communications Workshop: Narrative Presentation (Pgs. 996-997)  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 5(Pgs 85-90, 106-111,123-128)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading(Pgs. SE(960-961)*optional  

Cumulative Review Pg. 998-1001*optional 

Performance Tasks Pg. 1002-1003*optional  

Benchmark Test 10 Unit 5 Resources (Pgs.134-141)*optional  

  

Spiral Review:  *optional  

Dialogue Pg.890  

Character’s Motivation  Pg.942  

  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  

1. Any Primary Source Document 

2. Kindertransport (Pg.809)  

3. From Anne Frank and Me (Pg.810-813)  

www.newsela.com 

www.tweentribune.com 

www.learnzillion.com 

www.readworks.org  

www.achievethecore.org 

 

   
  
  
  

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.achievethecore.org/


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 
order to achieve their purpose. 

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can interpret the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 I can interpret the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of specific word choices in meaning and tone of a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of analogies or illusions in a text. 

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or 

reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or 

humor. 

RL.8.6 

 I can recognize and explain the various points of view in a text. (first person, third 

person limited, third person omniscient) 

 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the point of view of different 

characters. 

 I can recognize how point of view can alter the audience's perception of characters 

or the narrator in the text. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 

particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.8.5 

 I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a nonfiction text. 

 I can analyze how major sections of the text contribute to the whole and to the 

development of ideas. 

Writing: Informative Text: Business Letter 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 

and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 
• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts and create cohesion. 



 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Language 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

• I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

• I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

• I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

• I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

• I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools  
Unit:  Themes in American Stories (Weeks 31-33) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Summarize  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature: 

Summarize 

Mythology 

Oral Tradition  

  

Informational Text:  

Evaluate Structural Patterns  

        

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Heroic Characters  

Communication Workshop: 

Delivering a Persuasive 

Speech using Multimedia  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1175 for questions 

to ask when reading texts 

from the oral tradition.  

Suffix:  

-ful  

-eer  

  

Root:  

-sacr-  

  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop 

Informative 

Multimedia Report  

  

  

Writing     Trait:     

Sentence Fluency: Using 

Language to Maintain 

Interest  

  

Language: 

Capitalization 

Punctuation 

Spelling 

Commas  

Sentence Structure  

  

Summarize 

Theme 

Mythology  

Oral Tradition 

Multimedia Report 

Cultural context 

Legend  

Heritage Heroic 

character  

Social/cultural context 

Connotation  

  

  

  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pg.1006-1175), Teacher Edition (Pgs.1006-1175 )  

 Choose one of the two selections:  
More Accessible: Coyote Steals the Sun and Moon  (Pgs.1026)  

More Challenging: Why the Waves Have Whitecaps  (Pgs.1032)  

Choose one of the two selections:  

More Accessible: Brer Possum’s Dilemma/John Henry  

More Challenging: Chicoria/from The People, Yes 

Comparing  Literary  Works:  

Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 6(Pgs 35-40,56-59,72-77,93-98, 110-115)*optional 

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(1062-1063)*optional  

Benchmark Test 11Unit 6 Resources (Pgs.118-123)*optional  

  

Spiral Review: *optional  

Mythology Pgs 1028,1033  

Oral Tradition Pgs. 1047,  1054  

  

Davy Crockett’s Dream Pg. 1072  

Paul Bunyan Pg. 1075  

Invocation Pg. 1078  

Reading for Information: Evaluate Structural Patterns  

Book Reviews/Book Features Pgs.1064  

Writing Workshop: Multimedia Report Pgs. 1084-1089  

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech using Multimedia (Pgs.1166- 

1167)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

1. From The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Pg1015  www.tweentribune.com 
www.achievethecore.org  

 

2. Water Names Pg. 1018  http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2 

 I can determine a theme or central idea of a text. 

 I can analyze a theme or central idea as it develops. 

 I can analyze the relationship between characters, settings, and plots in relation to 
the theme or central idea. 

 I can provide an objective summary of a text. 

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 
order to achieve their purpose. 

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RL.8.4 

 I can interpret the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 

 I can interpret the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of specific word choices in meaning and tone of a text. 

 I can analyze the impact of analogies or illusions in a text. 

RL.8.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events,  or 

character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 

including describing how the material is rendered new. 

RL.8.9 

 I can analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes from myths, traditional 
stories, or religious works. 

 I can analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on patterns of events from myths, 

traditional stories, or religious works. 

 I can analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on character types from myths, 

traditional stories, or religious works. 

 I can describe how material from myths, traditional stories, and religious works is 

rendered new. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI.8.3 

 I can analyze how a text makes connections among individuals, ideas and events 
(through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

 I can analyze how a text makes distinctions between individuals, ideas and events 

(through comparisons, analogies, or categories) 

Writing: Informative Text: Multimedia Report 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 

and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

  



 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 
• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech using Multimedia 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,  print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8.7 

 I can evaluate the advantages of using different mediums such as print or digital  text, 

video, and /or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

 I can evaluate the disadvantages of using different mediums such as print or digital 

text, video, and/or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea 

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 

strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

SL.8.5 

 I can integrate multimedia and visual displays. 

 I can determine when to integrate multimedia and visual displays to clarify 

information and strengthen claims and evidence. 

 I can determine when to integrate multimedia and visual displays to add interest. 

 I can integrate multimedia components/visual displays in a presentation to clarify 

information, strengthen claims and evidence and add interest. 

  



 

L.8.3a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive 

mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 

uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

L.8.3a 

 I can recognize the conventions of language for writing, speaking, reading and 

listening. 

 I can recognize when verbs are active or passive voice and when verbs are 

conditional and subjunctive mood. 

 I can apply knowledge of language when writing, reading and listening. 

 I can apply knowledge of language conventions when writing, reading and listening. 

 I can determine when to use verbs in active or passive voice, and in conditional  and 
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects when writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language conventions when speaking. 

 I can determine when to use verbs in active or passive voice and verbs in conditional 

and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects when speaking. 

Language 
L.8.2a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break L.8.2a 

 I can apply correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 I can use punctuation (commas, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

 I can use commas (e.g., to set off words or phrases that make a distinct break in the 

flow of thought, including interrupting elements (nonrestrictive/parenthetical) know 

that the interrupting element can be a phrase, an adverb like however, a transitional 

phrase like in fact, a name in direct address, word or words that identifies or restates 

and immediately preceding noun or pronoun, or an inserted question or exclamation. 

 I can use a dash to set off material that is parenthetic or summary in nature. 

 I can identify that a dash is two hyphens without a space between them or on either 

side 

L.8.2b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. L.8.2b 

 I can use ellipses to indicate an omission. 

 I can recognize that an ellipsis is three or four dots within the sentence. 

 I can use an ellipsis to slow a reader down and/or indicate a long stretch of omitted 

time. 



Grade 8 ELA Robertson County Schools  
Unit:  Themes in American Stories (Weeks 34-36) 
Prentice Hall Literature Series  

Reading: Literature & 

Information Text  
Speaking and Listening  Independent Reading  

Word Study 

(minimal list)  
Writing  

Vocabulary 

(minimal list)  
Reading Focus: 

Purpose for Reading  

    

Reading Skill:  

Literature:  

Purpose for Reading 

Cultural Context 

Author’s Influence  

  

Informational Text: 

Evaluate Treatment, Scope 

and Organization of Ideas  

        

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Literary Works: 

Comparing Works on a 

Similar Theme  

Communication Workshop: 

Delivering a Persuasive 

Speech using Multimedia  

  

  

  

  

  

SSR: As required in the RCS 

reading model  

(15-20 min. DAILY)  

Required Conferencing  

  

See page 1175 for questions 

to ask when reading texts 

from the oral tradition.  

Root:  

-grat-  

-nat-  

-her-  

-aud-  

  

Additional Resources: 

Prefixes and Suffixes from 

The Teachers Guide to Big 

Blocks  

Writing Workshop:  

     Explanatory Text:  

  Cause & Effect Essay  

  

Writing Trait:   

Sentence Fluency: Revising 

Run-On sentences and 

sentence fragments  

  

Language:  

 Capitalization  

 Punctuation  

 Spelling  

 Semicolons  

 Capitalization  

  

Academic Words: 

Cultural context 

Oral tradition 

Heroic character 

Heritage    

Legends  

Myths 

Epics  

Tall tales  

Universal themes 

Structural pattern  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Prentice Hall Literature Textbook Correlation Resources  Assessment Resources  

Student Edition (Pg.1090-1175),  Teacher Edition (Pgs.1090a-1175 )  Selection Test Unit Resources Unit 6(Pgs 137-142, 158-161, 174-179, 195-200, 212-217)*optional 

 Choose one of the two selections:  

More Accessible: from Out of the Dust (Pg.1094)  

More Challenging: Ellis Island (Pgs.1104)  

Choose one of the two selections:  

More Accessible: Choice: A Tribute to Martin Luther King,   Jr.(Pg.1114)  

More Challenging: An Episode of War (Pg.1122) 

Comparing  Literary  Works:  

La Poesia (Pg.1144)  

From My Own True Name (Pg.1148)  

Test Practice: Reading (Pgs. SE(1132-1133)*optional  
Cumulative Review (Pgs.1168-1171)*optional 

Performance Tasks (Pgs.1172-1173)*optional  

Benchmark Test 12Unit 6 Resources (Pgs.223-228)*optional  

  

Spiral Review: *optional  

Cultural context (Pgs. 1098,  1105)  

Author’s Influences (Pg.  1127)  

  

Words to Sit In, Like Chairs (Pg. 1152)  

Reading for Information: Evaluate Treatment, Scope and Organization of Ideas  

Radio Transcript/Photo Essay/Political Cartoon  (Pg.1134)  

Writing Workshop: Cause & Effect Essay Pgs.1156-1163  

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech using Multimedia (Pgs.1166-1167)  

Close Read  Additional Resources  
A Close Read is required at least twice during a nine week period.   www.learnzillion.com  

               Choices may include the following, but not limited to:  www.newsela.com  www.readworks.org  

1. From The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Pg1015  www.tweentribune.com 
www.achievethecore.org  

 

2. Water Names Pg. 1018  http://www.commonlit.org/  

https://ldc.org/  

http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx  

http://www.learnzillion.com/
http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/
http://www.commonlit.org/
http://www.amle.org/Home/tabid/401/Default.aspx


 

TNReady Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements 

Reading Literature 
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.8.1 

 I can cite textual evidence that strongly supports a text. 

 I can strongly support an analysis of what a text says explicitly. 

 I can draw inferences from a text. 

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.3 

 I can recognize how literary elements affect on another. 

 I can recognize how interactions with setting and character can alter outcomes. 

 I can explain how authors use elements such as language choice or organization, in 

order to achieve their purpose. 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,  print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8.7 

 I can evaluate the advantages of using different mediums such as print or digital text, 

video, and /or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

 I can evaluate the disadvantages of using different mediums such as print or digital 
text, video, and/or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea 

Writing: Informative Text: Cause & Effect Essay 
W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 

W.8.2a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 

and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2a 

• I can introduce a topic clearly. 

• I can organize ideas, concepts and information into broader categories. 

• I can apply formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

W.8.2b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples 

W.8.2b 

• I can select relevant content for topics. 

• I can analyze and organize relevant content using facts, definitions, concrete details 

and quotations to develop the topic. 

• I can develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, other information and examples. 

W.8.2c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.8.2c 
• I can identify transitions. 

• I can select appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify relationships. 

• I can use appropriate and varied transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts and create cohesion. 

W.8.2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic. 

W.8.2d 

• I can identify precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can determine precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• I can use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

W.8.2e. Establish and maintain a formal style. W.8.2e 

• I can identify formal style. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

• I can establish and maintain a formal style. 



 

W.8.2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

W.8.2f 

• I can identify a conclusion for the topic that follows from and supports the 

information or explanation presented. 

• I can determine an effective, supportive conclusion for the topic or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented 

• I can provide and effective, concluding statement or section that supports the topic. 

• I can write and informative/explanatory text examining a topic to convey ideas, 

concepts and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant 

content. 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.8.4 

 I can create clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience. 

 I can meet grade specific expectations through my writing. 

Communication Workshop: Delivering a Persuasive Speech using Multimedia 
RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g.,  print 

or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.8.7 

 I can evaluate the advantages of using different mediums such as print or digital  text, 

video, and /or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea. 

 I can evaluate the disadvantages of using different mediums such as print or digital 

text, video, and/or multimedia to present a particular topic or idea 

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 

strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

SL.8.5 

 I can integrate multimedia and visual displays. 

 I can determine when to integrate multimedia and visual displays to clarify 

information and strengthen claims and evidence. 

 I can determine when to integrate multimedia and visual displays to add interest. 

 I can integrate multimedia components/visual displays in a presentation to clarify 

information, strengthen claims and evidence and add interest. 

L.8.3a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive 

mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing 

uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact). 

L.8.3a 

 I can recognize the conventions of language for writing, speaking, reading and 

listening. 

 I can recognize when verbs are active or passive voice and when verbs are 

conditional and subjunctive mood. 

 I can apply knowledge of language when writing, reading and listening. 

 I can apply knowledge of language conventions when writing, reading and listening. 

 I can determine when to use verbs in active or passive voice, and in conditional and 

subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects when writing. 

 I can use knowledge of language conventions when speaking. 

 I can determine when to use verbs in active or passive voice and verbs in conditional 

and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects when speaking. 

Language 
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases 

based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 

L.8.4a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s  position 

or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4a 

• I can use context clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.8.4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

L.8.4b 

• I can identify common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

• I can clarify the intended meaning of multiple-meaning words and phrases 



 

L.8.4c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.8.4c 

• I can consult general and specialized reference material; both print and digital, to 

find pronunciation determine or clarify precise meaning or part of speech. 

• I can determine the meaning of a worked or phrase by using context clues, using 

common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

L.8.4d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,  by 

checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4d 

 I can verify the inferred meaning of a word by checking a dictionary. 

 I can determine the meaning of a word or phrase by using context clues and using 
common Greek and Latin affixes and roots. 

 


